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Background Information 

The cemetery of St Johns in Parramatta is the oldest existing European burial ground in NSW. It has a 
proud history of burials including 17 First Fleeters, soldiers, people from the highest ranks of society, 
convicts, early pioneers of agriculture, administrators, missionaries, and local business people of the 
district of Parramatta.  

For the descendants of William Tunks and Sarah Lyons, the total number of ancestors whose remains 
lie in this cemetery is 46. There are 4 other burial remains related to Phoebe McRoberts (nee Tunks, 
Mobbs, Tomlinson). I would not be surprised if we found other family burials at St John’s as the 
Tunks family were numerous around the township of Parramatta for the first three generations. 

Numerous newspaper articles have been written about the cemetery from the 1800s through to the 
present time.  Sadly, most articles describe the deterioration of St John’s Cemetery and state of neglect 
that has occurred over time. This is a common theme with other historic cemeteries such as with the 
Cemetery at All Saints at Parramatta. Other historic cemeteries of Sydney such as the Old Burial 
Ground (near the current day Town Hall) and the New Burial Ground (near the current Central 
Station), had only been partially resumed before being built over to make way for new buildings or 
railways. I hope that will not be the fate for St John’s Cemetery at Parramatta. 

At the present time, a community group that was formed in 2016, The Friends of St John’s Cemetery, 
are helping to maintain the cemetery, raise funds and work towards a National Heritage listing. 
Visitors and family can now move around the cemetery with relative ease compared to the state of the 
cemetery in 2015 when the grass was overgrown and knee high. 

Despite the overall deterioration of the cemetery in the last 150 years, the Tunks family vault is in a 
good condition and has had recent improvements in 2018. 

Tracing the history of the vault and researching about the people who were buried there has revealed 
some interesting stories. Most of the information about our ancestors, has been sourced from digitised 
newspaper death notices, funeral notices and obituaries. Some of these notices are very descriptive 
and give a fascinating narrative about the family and the role they played in the local district during 
the 1800s.  

The local papers of the 1800s were an important source of social events and commentary of the day, 
similar to the social media options of today.  The local papers were the mainstay of information for 
the residents of smaller towns such as Parramatta and the surrounding area in the 1800s. It is here that 
we can find descriptions of funeral corteges wending their way from St John’s Church with the two 
spires, up the hill to the cemetery. At times volleys from rifles were fired over open graves and 
mourners were conveyed in horse drawn vehicles.  

Records in the 1800s were not always faithfully compiled and some discrepancies of dates and 
information exists between burial registers and newspaper notices. Where this occurs, we can only 
speculate as to which one is more accurate.   

Natalie Logan 
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Timeline of St John’s Cemetery 

The sources for the following information are The Parramatta Cemeteries St John’s by Judith Dunn 
(JD), The Tunks Descendants Association Incorporated (TDAI) and Newspaper articles. 

1790  The cemetery was established on the southern outskirts of the Rose Hill settlement in 1790. It 
is Australia’s 3rd burial ground and the oldest existing European burial ground with a brick 
wall dating from 1820.  The first burial was James Magee, a convict’s child who died on the 
31/1/1790. There were 9 other burials in 1790.  The earliest headstone in situ is for HE Dodd 
who died in 1791. There were 67 burials in 1791. (JD) 

1811 The Parramatta inhabitants raised money for an enclosure fund. The resulting ditch and fence 
cost £82-4-7. (JD)  

1824  The bank and ditch had fallen into decay and Governor Brisbane instructed for a brick wall to 
be built around the cemetery. (JD) 

1825  The burial ground passed into control of the C of E ie St John Church Parramatta, and other 
denominations were granted their own cemeteries. (JD) 

1857  “The Old Parramatta Burial Ground” became known as St Johns Church of England 
Cemetery. More regular repairs and clearing were now managed by the trustees of the church 
(JD).  

1895 The burial ground became full and closed to burials except for people who had pre-purchased 
plots or for people who had space in family vaults. (JD)  

1920  A general renovation of the cemetery occurred. About 250 headstones, which had fallen were 
re-erected, ten vaults were repaired and put in decent condition, the paths were edged with 
bricks to the extent of 1000ft, the walls were repaired, water was laid on, ornamental shrubs 
were planted and undesirable undergrowth was removed. (Referenced in SMH 22/10/1927) 

1920s  From the 1920s onwards there were constant reports in the local newspapers about the neglect 
and disrepair of the cemetery.  
SMH Tue 29 July 1924 St John’s Cemetery, Parramatta. To the editor of the Herald. Allow me 
through the medium of your paper to draw the attention of the Historical Society, and of 
others it may concern, to the disgraceful condition of St John's Cemetery, Parramatta. Grass 
forming a thick wad under-foot, and in most places three or four feet high, form a splendid 
breeding place for snakes; paths with the exception of a few feet near the gate, are not to be 
found, owing to the tangle. 

Windsor and Richmond Gazette Fri 28 Oct 1927 Historic Cemetery. Vaults in Ruins. 
Complaint to Parramatta Council.  St. John's cemetery, at Parramatta, one of the most 
historic, as well as one of the oldest in the Commonwealth, is in a shocking condition. 

Windsor and Richmond Gazette Fri 11 April 1930. St John’s Cemetery, Parramatta. Briars 
overrun burial places, coffin exposed in open grave and vaults have fallen in at the historic 
cemetery of St. John's, Parramatta, the oldest in the Commonwealth. Headstones have 
tumbled and paspalum, wild raspberry vines, briars and other weeds obscure hundreds of 
ancient and interesting graves.” 

1930s  The cemetery records were destroyed by fire. (JD) 
1956 An article in the Cumberland Argus Wed 11 July 1956 wrote about a proposal for the 

beautification of St John’s with removal of headstones to a fringe around the edge of the 
cemetery. 

1958 State of disrepair noted- 
Cumberland Argus Wed 22 Jan 1958 No Money For Old Cemetery. State Government has no 
money available to restore historic St. John's Cemetery, Parramatta, the Premier, Mr. Cahill, 
said last week. 

1960  The cemetery nearly became a park. (JD) 
1970  An Historic Graves Committee was formed. Some restoration works were paid for by 

organisations. (JD) 
1982  A new Lychgate was built by Parramatta Rotary. (JD) 
1986 Commemorative plaque for William Tunks placed on the vault. (Frank Gates article in paper) 
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1987  The lettering on the Tunks vault was refurbished by Gordon Brown. (TDAI) 
1988  The southern wall was repaired due to tree root damage and the north east wall was repaired 

due to water damage. (JD) 
1992  A memorial for Sarah Lyons was placed on the Tunks Vault by the Tunks Descendants 

Committee (TDAI) 
2018  Repairs to the vault were done by the TDAI. 
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Notable Graves at St John’s Cemetery 

An article in the Evening News, Tuesday 12th August 1924, gives some information about some of the 
more famous burials in this historic cemetery. 

St. John's Cemetery, Parramatta, is not only the oldest existing burial ground in Australia, but is also 
the most historic. It has associations with Burgoyne's surrender to the Americans, with the capture of 
Quebec, and with the sea dogs of Nelson. The most important tomb in this ancient cemetery is that of 
Surveyor-General Baron Alt,  who died on January 9, 1815, at the age of 84. The Baron served as 1

A.D.C. to Prince Ferdinand at the Battle of Minden, and as a captain in the Royal Manchester 
Volunteers at the Siege of Gibraltar, which lasted three years and seven months, when 40,000 men and 
the fleets of France and Spain vainly tried to remove the British colours from 'The Rock.' Here also 
are buried Marsden, the Church Champion; Lady Mary Fitzroy (sic wife of Governor Fitzroy), killed 
with Lieut. Muster, A.D.C., in Parramatta Park on December 7, 1847; Elizabeth Jane Bourke, wife of 
Governor Bourke, who died May 7, 1832; John Harris, surgeon in H.M. Royal Navy, died April 27, 
1838: John Palmer, Assistant-Commissory-General, arrived in the first fleet, died 1833; Robert 
Campbell, died 1846, and his son, Robert Campbell Junior, Minister of Finance, died 1859; Hon. 
John Blaxland, of Newington (whose ancestors gave St. Augustine of Canterbury, ground for a 
church site in Kent), died 1845: and Dr. D'Arcy Wentworth, father of William Charles Wentworth, 
died June 7, 1827. Among the oldest decipherable epitaphs are those of H. E. Dodd,  who first 2

cultivated Farm Cove, Sydney, died 1791: Thomas Daveney, 1791; Ann Kemp, 1799; Sarah Whitig, 
1799; and Francis Clement, 1800. Other graves are those of William Batman, father of Melbourne's 
pioneer, died 1833: Color-Sergeant Stokes, H.M. 20th Regiment, who took part in 27 battles in India 
and the Crimea; and Rev. Dr. Wm. Woolls, who died 1898. 

— WILLIAM FREAME.  

Other Notable Graves at St John’s Cemetery 
William Shelley- one of the first London missionaries to Tonga 
Rowland Hassall- 1st missionary appointed to South Seas Island  
Rev John Eyre- missionary to the Society Islands 
Francis Oakes- London missionary to Tahiti 1796, Chief Constable in Parramatta 1805 
Charles and Hannibal Macarthur 
William Cosgrove- Constable shot by 3 bushrangers 
Benjamin Ratty- Constable shot by bushrangers 
Thomas Allen-first Government miller 
John Irving-convict surgeon 

 Australia’s first surveyor1

 Henry Dodd is the oldest marked grave and he was Governor Phillip’s Butler who farmed land in Parramatta when food 2

rations were in place. - V E Goodin Monumental Inscriptions and Key to Graves.
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William and Sarah’s Burials 
William Tunks was a marine on the HMS Sirius of the First Fleet arriving in Sydney Cove on 26th 
January, 1788. William died in 1821. He may have been buried at the Old Burial Ground near where 
Town Hall is situated today. However, some records state that the last burial at the Old Burial Ground 
was in 1820, in which case his burial was most likely at the New Burial Ground near where Central 
Railway is today. 

Sarah Lyons arrived as a convict on the Lady Juliana as part of the Second Fleet which arrived in 
1789. Whilst Sarah’s exact burial place is unknown, burial records state that the ceremony was 
performed in the Parish of St John Parramatta by Henry Bobate Curate of the Church of England.  

Attached to the vault is a memorial stone for Sarah and a memorial plaque for William. 

Description of the Tunks Vault 
Judith Dunn in her book The Parramatta Cemeteries St John’s describes the vault as a “Roofed 
sandstone pedestal 6ft x 4ft 3ins square with four square side pillars, the whole topped by a cinerary 
urn. On a sand stones plinth 1ft 5ins x 6f 11ins.” It is situated in Section 1, Row B, No. 2 on the left 
side of the central road just inside the cemetery gate. It is my understanding that the concrete edge 
you see around the rectangle box of the Tunks Vault is the roof of the vault. The dimensions 
underneath are unknown, however in a newspaper article c1986, Frank Gates  states, “The grave was 3

about 10ft down. To get to it you had to walk down these narrow steps. The vault had to be closed off 
in 1920 because of flooding.” 

Of the 46 Tunks ancestors buried at St John’s Cemetery, some are buried in the vault, others in 
separate graves and others whose records indicate they are buried at St John’s Cemetery but they have 
no known grave site.  

There are 21 burial remains inside the vault with records indicating 18 adults and 3 children. Another 
12 ancestor remains are buried elsewhere and have existing headstones.  There are another 13 
ancestors whose burial sites at St John’s Cemetery are unknown.  

We can also add the parents of Phoebe McRoberts (nee Tunks, Mobbs, Tomlinson)- Sarah Tomlinson 
and Robert Tomlinson, Phoebe’s first husband John Mobbs, and her father-in-law William Mobbs to 
the list of family burials.  

Who Built The Vault? 
J. W. Curran, whose name is on the east side of the vault, began masonry in Parramatta in 1843 . He 4

then gave it up for a while in 1850 and went back to it in 1853. Phoebe Tunks was left well off after 
her husband John died and she inherited his estate. She would have had the means to build a vault in 
his honour in 1848, which is in the time frame for when J.W. Curran was working as a stone mason.  
The second burial was in 1865 some 17 years after John Tunks died. It is not known whether the vault 
was built in anticipation of family deaths or as a result of the early death of John Tunks.  

If it was built after John died then the question remains, was John re-interred after the vault was built. 
There is a 17-year break between the first and second death recorded on the vault, which makes it 
more likely it was built closer to the first burial date rather than the second burial. Also, it appears that 
Curran finished his masonry business many years before the 2nd death was recorded, so again it 
appears more likely the vault was built c1848. 

 See appendix for the newspaper article-paper and exact date are unknown3

 See appendix for newspaper references to J.W. Curran’s masonry business4
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Who Is In The Vault? 
The vault was used for burials from 1848 to 1920. Burials after 1920 were in single graves elsewhere 
in St Johns.   5

William and Sarah’s oldest son John was the first burial in the vault. John’s second wife Phoebe and 
Phoebe’s 3rd husband John McRoberts are also buried in the vault.  6

John Tunks  d1/5/1848 bur3/5/1854 aged 53 
Phoebe McRoberts d10/6/1888 bur12/6/1888 aged 79 
John McRoberts d10/5/1889 bur12/5/1889 aged 76 

Five of John and Phoebe’s sons and three of their wives were buried in the vault. 
Mary Ann Tunks  d28/7/1879 bur29/7/1879  aged 44 
Henrietta Tunks  d13/12/1895 bur15/12/1895  aged 54 
Henry Tunks   d15/11/1899  bur16/11/1899 aged 62 (incorrect age on Vault) 
Charles Tunks   d9/2/1902 bur11/2/1902  aged 70 
Elizabeth Tunks  d12/12/1904 bur13/12/1904  aged 59 
James Tunks  d22/5/1913 bur--/5/1913  aged 80 
George Tunks   d28/4/1916  bur29/4/1916 aged 76 
Thomas Frederick Tunks d28/1/1920 bur30/1/1922 aged 78 

Eight grandchildren, and a spouse of a grandchild, of John and Phoebe are buried in the vault. 
Alfred Frederick Thomas Tunks  d13/1/1865    bur15/1/1865     aged 1 year 4 months 
Edwin Walter Barnett Tunks   d26/9/1867    bur27/9/1867     aged 7months 18 days 
Harold Edwin Tunks    d28/1/1878    bur30/1/1878     aged 3 
John Smith     d16/4/1899    bur19/4/1899     aged 42 
Frederick Arthur Tunks    d3/9/1899      bur5/9/1899       aged 36 
Hercules Robinson Tunks   d2/7/1902      bur4/7/1902       aged 30 
Emelie Tunks     d29/10/1911  bur--/10/1911    aged 43 
Ernest Edward Tunks    d6/9/1912      bur--/9/1912      aged 37 
Mabel Smith     d4/10/1914    bur6/10/1914     aged 47  
Susannah Amelia Nicholls   d1/7/1916      bur3/7/1916       aged 72 *newspaper   

Alfred George Tunks and Annie Mary Pye names are on the vault but are interred in separate graves.  
    

Jessie Willis (1874-1955) has her name on the vault but is not buried at St Johns.  

 See Appendix for a detailed table of information for all Tunks burials5

 See appendix for list of names on each side of the vault6
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Ancestors Buried at St John’s Cemetery with an extant grave 
M.A Tunks    d21/9/1824 bur22/9/1824  aged 3 months 
John Mobbs*    d27/12/1828 bur31/12/1828 aged 26 
John Andrews    d25/4/1832 bur27/4/1832 aged 56 
Ann Perry    d7/12/1834 bur9/12/1834  aged 42 
Sarah Tomlinson*  d13/10/1837  bur15/10/1837 aged 57  
William Mobbs*  d25/9/1839 bur28/9/1839 aged 54 
Lucy Tunks    d18/6/1855 bur20/6/1855  aged 22 
Edward William Tunks   d31/7/1926 bur2/8/1926  aged 49 
Harriet Ann Tunks   d9/10/1926  bur--/10/1926 aged 75 
Charles Robert Tunks   d20/7/1930 bur--/7/1930  aged 76 
George Henry Tunks   d23/5/1933 bur--/5/1933  aged 68 
Annie Mary Pye   d22/9/1933 bur23/9/1933 aged 63  
Thomas Frederick Tunks  d8/7/1939 bur10/7/1939  aged 69 
Alfred George Tunks   d20/6/1943 bur--/1/1943 aged 70  
Keith John Tunks   d30/11/1992 ashes 1992 aged 78  

Ancestors Buried at St John’s Cemetery without an extant grave 
Esther Tunks   d12/12/1829 bur13/12/1829 aged 33 
Robert Tunks   d--/10/1836 bur29/10/1836 aged 3 months  
Sarah Tunks    d26/7/1837 bur27/7/1837  aged 74 
Robert Tomlinson*  19/1/1845 bur22/1/1845 aged 75 
Phoebe Tunks   d2/4/1869 bur6/4/1869 aged 5 days 
George Tunks   d17/2/1873 bur18/2/1873 aged 3 weeks 
Alister Dawson Tunks  d16/5/1877 bur18/5/1877 aged 8 months 
Edward Charles Tunks   d2/10/1879 bur4/10/1879  aged 53 
Cecil Kenneth Tunks  d12/11/1882 bur13/11/1882 aged 2 years 
Phoebe Marion McRoberts White d26/1/1884 bur28/1/1884 aged 5 years 
Beatrice Watsford nee Tunks  d23/6/1912 bur--/6/1912 aged 35 
Elizabeth White nee Tunks d8/12/1917 bur10/12/1917  aged 71 
Mary Ann Tunks   d30/5/1918 bur31/5/1918 aged 78 *newspaper  
John Robert Tunks   d8/7/1930 bur9/7/1930 aged 80 

*Sarah Tomlinson, Robert Tomlinson, John Mobbs and William Mobbs are ancestors of Phoebe who 
was John Tunks’ 2nd wife. 
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Some interesting Obituaries 
The Parramatta local papers of the 1800s offer glimpses into the social standing of families residing and 
working there at that time. Details written in death notices, funeral notices and obituaries have described some 
of the funerals of our Tunks ancestors as being- 

• an old townie 
• a veteran of one of the best known old colonial families 
• one of the largest seen 
• from one of the best known of the district families 
• a daughter of John Tunks, the father of the local family so well known 
• a member of one of the oldest families in the state 
• member of a well-known Parramatta family 
• well known and highly respected citizen of Parramatta 
• from the branch of the great Tunks family. 
•

(These phrases are in bold in the following obituaries) 

Sometimes there are errors of fact in the obituaries so it is important to read the obituaries along with other 
references such as BMD certificates.  Of course, the accuracy of any obituary or even a BDM certificate can 
only be as accurate as the original informant.  

2nd Generation Obituaries 

Phoebe McRoberts nee Tunks, Mobbs, Tomlinson 1809-1888 
Daughter in law of William and Sarah Tunks 
2nd wife of John Tunks 

The Cumberland Mercury Sat 16 June 1888  
The Late Mrs McRoberts-This lady, the particulars of whose demise were given in our last issue, was born on 
the 10th June, 1806, in a house situated in Macquarie Street near the Domain Gate. At an early age she entered 
the household of the late Rev. Samuel Marsden, the first incumbent of St. John's; and, when only 15 , married 7

Mr John Mobbs, by whom she had two children. Mr. Mobbs died in 1826 , and, two years later, she married Mr. 8

John Tunks, a native of the Hawkesbury, who came into Parramatta to reside. The result of this union was 11 
children -eight sons and three daughters. Mr. Tunks died in 1848, and five years later she married Mr. 9

McRoberts, who survived her. There was no issue  to the third marriage, but Mr. Mc Roberts had had five 10

children  by a previous marriage. Mrs. McRoberts thus gave birth to 13 children, which, together with (the five 11

of her last husband, totalled 18. From these - there are 134 grand-children, 79 great-grand-children, and four 
great-great grand-children; making a total of 235. By the death of Mrs. McRoberts another link which bound the 
ancient Parramatta with the present is severed, and an honest sorrow has pervaded her large family at her 
demise. The day of her death was the anniversary-the 79th of her birth. The majority of her descendants are 
connected with the fruit-growing industry in the district, and that all are good citizens which conclusively points 
to the fact that the deceased was most attentive to the proper bringing up of her family. We believe it is the 
intention of her bereaved husband to shortly visit Scotland-the home of his fathers-if health and preservation are 
meted out to him. 

(There are many inconsistencies with the numbers of children and age of Phoebe when she married.) 

 Phoebe most likely was 18 in 1827 at 1st marriage, and then she was 21 when she married John Tunks 7

 John Mobbs died in 18288

 TDAI lists 10 children9

 1 male deceased was listed on death certificate of Phoebe McRoberts10

 This may be confused with the children of John and Esther, who then became Phoebe’s step children. There was no issue 11

listed on John McRoberts death certificate. There was 1 male deceased listed on Phoebe’s death certificate.
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3rd Generation Obituaries 

Charles Tunks 1831-1902 
Son of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks  

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Wed 12 Feb 1902  
Death of Mr. Charles Tunks. An old Parramatta identity, Mr. Charles Tunks died at his residence, Harris Street, 
Harris Park, on Sunday. 'An old townie,' who was personally acquainted with the late Mr. Tunks sends the 
following: Poor old Charley Tunks one of the oldest natives of the town, has gone to his last long home. He was 
not blessed much by fortune, but he never realised it, and was always expecting something good to turn up. 
Unfortunately, it never did. When a vigorous young man he saw a deal of the country, whilst engaged laying 
down the various telegraph lines. He had a hand in several big telegraph line contracts, notably the line to Port 
Darwin, also the line to Albury. While on these works, he on more than one occasion saw gold dug up out of the 
post holes. Later on he went out to exploit these fields, but it was late in life, and, his health failing, he came 
home without discovering any Eldorado. He gave some of his time to butchering, some to farming, some to jam 
making, and some 30 years ago he rented Pemberton Grange, and planted a large area with arrowroot plants, 
milling the roots himself and turning out some good arrowroot. The venture, however, did not pay. He once 
turned his attention to the dairying industry, conceiving the idea of selling the milk at the Sydney markets. This 
was the opening of the country milk trade with Sydney. The Commissioner for Railways in those days never 
dreamt that in years to come milk trains would be running. Charley was ahead of the times by almost 30 years, 
according to the railway man, who did not think it worthwhile to let the early morning train stop at Parramatta to 
take the milk cans on board. 'You'll run trains yet, for milk alone,' said Charley, and the railway man smiled an 
incredulous smile, and would not reverse his decision. Charlie was a disciple of the great Australian botanist, the 
late Rev. Dr. Woolls, and he obtained, in their walks abroad, useful information as regards the properties of 
many Australian plants and herbs. It was interesting to walk with old Charlie through bush or field and listen to 
him talking on the properties of this plant or that. "See that little blue flower? Well, if you dig the plant up you 
will find a little bulb at the root. That's an antidote for snake poison. The iguana, when he has a fight with a 
snake, and gets bitten, runs and finds one of these plants, takes a chew at it, and is cured, goes back and 
continues the fight." It would not have surprised me had he started cultivating this plant and distilling anti-snake 
juice from it. Well, there are no snakes where Charlie has gone to, but we hope there are plenty of green fields, 
and if there are, he'll be real happy. 

James Tunks 1833-1913 
Son of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Sat 24 May 1913 
Death of Mr. James Tunks. The death was reported on Thursday morning of Mr. James Tunks late of Grose 
Street, Parramatta, and a veteran member of one of the best-known old colonial families of this part of the 
State. Mr. Tunks who had been in indifferent health in his declining years, left four daughters and five sons. One 
of those latter is Mr. Wm Tunks the well-known land valuer, of the Works Department and an old cricketer of 
Parramatta: another son is Mr. Chas. Tunks of Parramatta; another, Mr. Malcolm Tunks in his day a famous 
Rugby footballer representing this district in historic games; another, Mr. Jas. Tunks of the Tramway staff. Mrs. 
E. Flook and Mrs. G. Christian are among the daughters of the family, and another, Mrs. Vieusseux, the eldest 
daughter, will be remembered because of the great assistance she gave (as Miss Emily Tunks) to the social and 
artistic efforts of a now bygone time, when she was one of the leading vocalists of the district. Mr Tunks was 81 
years of age. 

Henry James Tunks 1837-1899 
Son of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Sat 18 Nov 1899 
Death. Henry Tunks Sen, a well-known and much-respected resident of Carlingford, died somewhat suddenly on 
Wednesday, at the age of 62 years. The deceased had been in ailing health and had been attended by Dr. 
Kearney for the past 18 months. On Wednesday he rose at about 4 a.m. and called his sons. Later in the day he 
complained of not feeling well, and soon afterwards died peacefully. The funeral took place on Thursday 
afternoon, and was one of the largest seen in Parramatta for some time. The cortege left the deceased 
gentleman's residence about 2 p. m., and on the way in to St John's Church, Parramatta, those reverently 
following the coffin were joined by scores of other representatives of all parts of the district. The coffin, on 
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which was laid a number of handsome wreaths, was carried into the church, when a short service was held; 
Archdeacon Günther officiating. The sad procession was then reformed, and the coffin was borne to St John's 
cemetery, where it was laid in the family vault. Mr. H. Tunks leaves a grown-up family of four sons and one 
daughter. Mr. H. Wilkinson was the undertaker 

George Henry Tunks 1839-1916 
Son of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Sat 29 April 1916  
Death of Mr.George Tunks of Ross Street, Parramatta, died suddenly early yesterday morning. The old 
gentleman, who had been in failing health for some time past now, was at his son-in-law's residence at the time 
with Mr. E. Tunks, his son, and Miss Nellie Tunks, a daughter. The rest of the family belonging to the home 
were enjoying a holiday vacation at Blackheath. Mr. Tunks died practically in his sleep; He moved a little, 
which awakened his son (who was in the same room) and on the latter going to see if anything was the matter he 
found himself just in time to see his father give a deep sigh and expire. Mr. George Tunks belonged to one of the 
best-known of our district families. He was in business for many years in Church Street, just below the 
Centenary Church building. His children include Mr. Geo. Tunks - (till lately the esteemed assistant at the 
Parramatta post office), Mrs. E. Mawson, Mr. S. Tunks (who is away in the firing line doing his bit for the 
Empire) and other sons and daughters. His wife predeceased our late respected fellow townsman by many years. 
She was before marriage Miss Barnett, sister of Mr. Tom Barnett. Mr. George Tunks was for many years 
associated with the cause at All Saints' (C.E.) Church, Parramatta, where for long he has occupied the position 
of a sidesman. The funeral will take place this afternoon. 

Susannah Amelia Nicolls nee Tunks 1844-1916 
Daughter of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Granddaughter of William and Sarah Tunks 

Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Sat 8 July 1916  
The funeral in Parramatta of Mrs. Susannah Amelia Nicholls, wife of Mr Thomas Nicholls, of "Massilia" Crown 
street, Henley, on Monday afternoon, attracted no little attention. Mrs Nicholls was the second daughter of Mr. 
John Tunks, of Parramatta, the father of the local family so well known; and whose children are now getting 
fewer and fewer in our midst, although the grandchildren and great grandchildren are with us in great numbers 
still. Mrs. Nicholls (who was the sister, of course, of the late Mr.Jas. Tunks, and the late Mr. Geo. Tunks, of Ross-
street) was educated in Parramatta, where she resided till her wedding. She married Mr. Steel first, and of that 
family there were five children. Two children were the result of the marriage with Mr. Nicholls. The funeral 
moved from Mr. Ralph Metcalfe's funeral parlors, Church-street, Parramatta for All Saints' Church where (in 
the building in which she as a girl had worshipped with others of her family so often) a funeral service was 
held. The Rev. T. Hillhouse Taylor conducted the burial service. The mortal remains of the deceased were in the 
end laid reverently to rest in the Tunks family vault in St John's church-yard, Parramatta. 

John Robert Tunks 1848-1930 
Son of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

SMH Thur 10 July 1930  
Mr. John R. W. Tunks, who died at his residence in Albert-street, Parramatta, on Tuesday, in his 83rd year, was a 
member of one of the oldest families in the State. Mr.Tunks was the son of the late John Tunks, who came to 
New South Wales as a marine over a century ago, and later took up a large area of land in the Parramatta 
district, and conducted one of the early hotels and a timber yard. The late Mr. John Tunks kept the Royal 
Exchange Hotel at Parramatta at one time, and later was engaged in citrus growing near Parramatta. He 
leaves three sons and two daughters. The Interment took place at St John's Cemetery, Parramatta, yesterday. 

4th Generation Obituaries 
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Frederick Arthur Tunks 1863-1899 
Son of James and Mary Tunks 
Grandson of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Great grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

Nepean Times (Penrith) Sat 9th Sept 1899 
Death of Sergeant Tunks. We have this week to record the death of Mr Frederick Arthur Tunks, at the age of 36, 
which sad event took place at his sister's (Mrs. H. G. Coombs) residence, High-street, Penrith, on Sunday night 
last. Deceased, who resided on his orchard at Jamisontown for about six years, had been unwell for many 
months, but about three or four months ago he was so ill that he had to consult a medical man (Dr Dundas). The 
doctor from the start gave no hope of his recovery, the disease being acute phthisis. Poor Fred, from the first part 
of his serious illness, always imagined he was getting better, and even up to within a day or two of his death, 
though told by the doctor and Rev E Hargrave that his end was near, he could not realise it, and remarked if the 
doctor could only relieve the pain in his chest he would soon get all right. On the day of his death, and on the 
previous Sunday, many of his relatives from Parramatta came up and spent the day with him. His father, sister 
and brother were with him until after 7 o’clock the evening of his death, when they returned to Parramatta. 
During that day he realised his end was near, and he was somewhat easier. About half-past nine he appeared to 
be dozing off, and he remarked to those in attendance "I'm all right; leave me for a while," They went into the 
adjoining room, and Mrs Coombs, noticing how exceedingly quiet he was about 10 o'clock, asked her husband 
to see to him. He went in and found that Fred had just passed peacefully away.  

The funeral took place on Tuesday, Mrs John Price and Son having charge of the arrangements at the Penrith 
end and Mr Wilkinson at Parramatta. The procession to the Penrith Station comprised the firing party and pall 
bearers, under the command of Staff-Sergeant McNamara, being deceased's comrades of Penrith Company, 3rd 
Regiment, V.I. The Druids also attended in full regalia, and a number of members of the Penrith Cricket Club. 

On the coffin were placed the side arms and helmet, worn by deceased. A good number of Penrith residents 
attended, and on arrival of the corps at Parramatta a large number of deceased's friends and relative! joined in. 
The firing party, composed of deceased's comrades-in-arms, fired three volleys over the open grave. 

Among the wreaths sent were the following:-Penrith Cricket Club, Mr and Mrs Bevin, Mr and Mrs Andrew, Mr 
and Mrs Baker and family, Mr and Mrs Squires and family, Mr and Mrs Voyce and family, Mr and Mrs Wilton 
and family, Mr and Mrs T Rolston, Master T and Miss T Rolston, Misses Minnie and Nina Coombs, Mr and Mrs 
Thompson, Mr and Mrs J Purcell, Mr Worth and family, Mr and Mrs C Tanks and family, Mr and Mrs T Tunks 
and family, Mr and Mrs Tunks (Jun), Mrs A Fraser, Mr and Mrs Christian. 

Deceased was at one time connected with the Railway Department, He also hold a position in the Parramatta 
Gas Company and was a prominent cricketer and footballer both in Parramatta and Penrith, Over 20 years ago 
deceased was one of a squad of five who won Major Sargood's trophy for public school cadets in New South 
Wales. Parramatta Public School was represented by Messrs F A Tunks, D E Frazer (head master, public school, 
Botany), James Guyott (Lieutenant, Parramatta Company V.I.), A Newling (deceased), and G Peters (deceased). 
In shooting off for the trophy Newling was first and Tunks second. Mr Tunks was also one of a squad who 
gained second place for the Mayor of Sydney's cup. In those days there was keen rivalry among the different 
members of the cadet corps, and great interest was taken by all concerned. Fred won over 30 prizes during the 
different competitions. 

The late Lance-Sergeant F Tunks joined K Company 3rd Infantry Regiment on 13th August, 1895. By reason of 
his attention and soldierly conduct he received quick promotion. He qualified for Lance Corporal on 8th March, 
1807 and was appointed on 13th April, 1897; he was promoted to Corporal on 19th May, 1807, and to Lance-
Sergeant on 30th November, 1807. 

He was a member of the Penrith C.C. for several years, always being considered one of the best batsmen. He 
was very well liked by his comrades and will be sadly missed from the ranks this year Only last season his 
batting average with the club was 14.4, being third on the list. His previous averages were- Season 1897-8, 
14.31 ; 1896-7, 18.0; 1895-0, 7.0, He was selected in January last to represent the Nepean District against the 
Hawkesbury District at Windsor, but didn't play owing to illness. 

George Henry Tunks.  1865-1933 
Son of George and Henrietta Tunks 
Grandson of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Great Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 
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The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Thu 25th May 1933 
Death of Mr. G. H. Tunks. Former Parramatta Postmaster Mr. George Henry Tunks, who died suddenly while 
out walking at Rose Bay on Tuesday evening was a member of a well-known Parramatta family, and at the 
time of his retirement from the public service was postmaster at this centre. He was, born at Parramatta, and was 
in his 69th year. After completing his education at Newington College, he joined the Postal Department in 1881 
as assistant at Parramatta. A year later he was transferred to Cobar, where he remained for six years, and then 
moved on to Goulburn. He was at Goulburn for nine years and Bourke for seven years. In 1908 he returned to 
Parramatta as acting postmaster, a position he held for two years. Subsequently he was postmaster at Cessnock, 
Wee Waa, Casino, William Street, City; and Edgecliff. He took charge at Parramatta in 1922 and remained here 
until 1930, when he was retired. It is interesting to observe that his service in the department commenced and 
ended in his native town. Upon his retirement, Mr Tunks was accorded a public send-off, and was a recipient of 
gifts from the citizens and the staff. 

Mr. Tunks in his early days was well known on the cricket and football fields of Parramatta and was fond of 
these games throughout his life. He was associated with the Masonic Order for 48 years and was organist for 
several country lodges. He leaves a widow, a son and three daughters (one of whom is Mrs. 'Dick" Gates, of 
Parramatta). The interment will take place this afternoon.in St. John's Cemetery, Parramatta. 

Edward William Tunks.  1876-1926 
Son of George and Henrietta Tunks 
Grandson of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Great Grandson of William and Sarah Tunks 

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Fri 6 Aug 1926  (on wikitree) PERSONAL 
On Saturday death claimed a well known and highly respected citizen of Parramatta in the person of Mr. 
Edward William Tunks. Mr Tunks who was known to a large circle of friends as "Eddie," was taken ill some 
months ago, suffering from internal trouble, and was subsequently removed to Parramatta District Hospital, 
where he breathed his last. Mr Tunks was a son of the late George and Mrs Tunks, of Ross Street, Parramatta, 
and was in his 49th year. For many years he was a resident of Western Australia, and upon his return to N.S.W., 
entered the Taxation Department, and was later transferred to an important position in the Pensions 
Department. lie was a keen sportsman and was a prominent member of the Rosehill Tennis Club and 
Parramatta Bowling Club. Mr. Tunks was also well-known in Masonic circles as a member of Lodge Resurgo, 
Parramatta. He was unmarried. Mr George Tunks, postmaster, Parramatta is the deceased's brother. and Mrs. E 
Mawson, Parramatta, is a sister. One brother and three sisters reside nearer the city. The funeral took place on 
Monday, when the remains were interred in St John's Cemetery. Parramatta, in the presence of a large 
gathering of relatives and friends.  Rev. H. W. Barder conducted the service at the graveside, and the Masonic 
service was recited by Wor Bro H Granger (a very close friend of the deceased). On Saturday, when the news of 
Mr Tunks death was announced the Rosehill Club players ceased their games as a mark of respect for the 
memory of their late club-mate. 

Ernest Edward Tunks 1874-1912 
Son of Thomas Frederick and Elizabeth Tunks 
Grandson of John and Phoebe Tunks 
Great grandson of William and Sarah Tunks  

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Wed 11 Sept 1912 
Death of Mr. Ernest Tunks. Mr. Ernest Edward Tunks of Woy Woy and formerly of this district, died very 
suddenly on Friday, and his funeral took place on Monday, the place of Interment being Parramatta. The body 
was conveyed to St. John's Church, where a short service was held, and then the solemn cortege wended away 
to the cemetery where the young man's remains were laid to rest. There was a large following behind the hearse, 
the members of the different branches of the great Tunks family- one of the best known clans in this part of 
New South Wales - making themselves a very considerable element of relatives in the procession. Mr. Ernest 
Edward Tunks was the son of Mr. Thomas Tunks, of the Pennant Hills Road, Carlingford, and brother of 
Messrs. John Tunks, Sidney Tunks and Thos. Tunks-Jun., all well-known and respected residents of the near 
Hills district. Mrs. Mabel Smith, Mrs. Geo. Blay, and Mrs. Ernest Auchterlonie were the sisters of the deceased. 
He was at one time in the Government service at the H. L. Gladesville; and then, after the death of the then 
licensee of the Woolpack Hotel, Parramatta, he assisted in the management of that famous hostelry for a time. 
Later he took up similar duties at Woy Woy, where he was well known by those who frequented that popular 
pleasure resort in fishing parties and similar excursions. The deceased was 37 years of age only. He was a fine, 
tall, well-built young Australian, and as the saying goes- anyone almost would have been prepared to take a 
lease of his life. 
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Appendix 
Article c 1986 re Frank Gates 
 

Trove articles relating to JW Curran Stone Mason 
1843-Trove 
Parramatta. The undersigned begs to inform the inhabitants of Parramatta and its vicinity, that they can have 
work executed in the undermentioned branch with neatness and dispatch, and on the most moderate terms, 
namely — Tombs, Ledges, and Grave Stones; also Engraving. A Head-stone, now in preparation, may be seen at 
the residence of the undersigned, as a specimen. — As a specimen of Engraving, see the Methodist Burial 
Ground. 
J. W. CURRAN, 
Mason, Cutter, and Engraver, 

1850-Trove 
PROCESSION AND DINNER of the LOYAL FOUNTAIN OF FRIENDSHIP and LOYAL CORNSTALK 
Lodges, Cumberland District of the Manchester Unity, “Procession to move from Host J.W. Curran’s of the 
Glasgow Arms, Church Street, Parramatta, and proceed to All Saints Church. 

1853-Trove 
J.W. Curran “begs to acquaint his former friends and patrons that he has again commenced business as above, 
where tombs, monuments and gravestones of every description are executed in the newest, most tasteful and 
elegant styles.” 
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Burials and Memorials at St John’s Cemetery in Chronological order 
1st generation in black 
2nd generation in blue 
3rd generation in red 
4th generation in green 

Year Name 
Date of death and  

age at death

Parents Spouse Burial 
site  

Burial date 
on Parish 
Record or 
Certificate

Newspaper 
reference 

to burial at 
St John’s

1821 William Tunks  
Buried in Sydney aged 67. 
Brass plaque on Vault

Sarah Lyons Grave 
unknown

8/8/1821

1824 MA Tunks  
d21/9/1824 aged 3 months

John and 
Esther 
Tunks

Grave 
1.W.13

22/9/1824

1829 Esther Tunks nee Arndell  
d12/12/1829 aged 33

John Grave 
unknown

13/12/1829

1832 John Andrews  
d25/4/1832 aged 56

Ann Tunks Grave 
1.W.11. 

27/4/1832

1834 Ann Perry  
d7/12/1834 aged 42

William and 
Sarah Tunks

Grave 
1.W.11. 

9/12/1834

1836 Robert Tunks  
aged 3 months

John 
Phoebe

Grave 
unknown

29/10/1836

1837 Sarah Tunks  
d26/7/1837 aged 74 
Stone plaque placed on Vault 
in 1992

William Tunks Grave 
unknown 

27/7/1837

1848 John Tunks  
d1/5/1848 aged 53 
Timber merchant

William and 
Sarah Tunks

Vault E 
1.B.2

3/5/1848

1855 Lucy Tunks 
d18/6/1855 aged 22

Charles Tunks Grave 
3.1.14 

20/6/1855

1865 Alfred Frederick Thomas 
Tunks  
d13/1/1865 1y4m

George and 
Henrietta 
Tunks

Vault E 
1.B.2

15/1/1865  

1867 Edwin Walter Barnett Tunks   
d26/9/1867 aged 7m 18d 

George and 
Henrietta 
Tunks

Vault E 
1.B.2

27/9/1867

1869 Phoebe Tunks  
d2/4/1869 aged 5 days old  

James and 
Mary Tunks

Grave 
unknown

6/4/1869

1873 George Tunks 
d17/2/1873 died infant

Thomas and 
Elizabeth

Grave 
unknown

18/2/1873

1877 Alister Dawson Tunks 
d16/5/1877 aged 8 months

Henry and 
Mary Ann 
Tunks

Grave 
unknown

18/5/1877

1878 Harold Edwin Tunks  
d28/1/1878 aged 3  

John and 
Susan 
Tunks

Vault E 
1.B.2

30/1/1878
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1879 Mary Ann Tunks  
d28/7/1879 aged 44 

James Tunks Vault N 
1.B.2

29/7/1879

1879 Edward Charles Tunks 
d2/10/1879 aged 53

John and 
Esther 
Tunks

Grave  
unknown

4/10/1879

1882 Cecil Kenneth Tunks 
d12/11/1882 aged 2 years

Henry and 
Mary

Grave 
unknown

13/11/1882

1884 Phoebe Marion McRoberts 
White 
d26/1/1884 aged 5 years

Elizabeth 
Tunks and 
Frederick 
White

Grave 
unknown

28/1/1884

1888 Phoebe McRoberts  
d10/6/1888 aged 79

John Mobbs, 
John Tunks 
John McRoberts

Vault N 
1.B.2

12/6/1888 √

1889 John McRoberts  
d10/5/1889 aged 76

Husband of 
Phoebe

Vault N 
1.B.2

12/5/1889 √

1895 St John’s full except for plots already purchased 

1895 Henrietta Evelina Tunks  
d13/12/1895 aged 54 

George Henry 
Tunks

Vault S 
1.B.2

15/12/1895 √

1899 John Smith  
d16/4/1899 aged 42 

Mabel Tunks Vault S 
1.B.2

19/4/1899 √

1899 Frederick Arthur Tunks  
d3/9/1899 aged 36

James and 
Mary Ann 
Tunks

Vault N 
1.B.2

5/9/1899 √

1899 Henry James Tunks  
d15/11/1899 aged 84 (62)

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Mary Ann 
McBrien

Vault E 
1.B.2

16/11/1899 √

1902 Charles Tunks  
d9/2/1902 aged 71

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Lucy Bennett Vault E 
1.B.2

11/2/1902

1902 Hercules Robinson Tunks  
d2/7/1902 aged 30

James and 
Mary Ann 
Tunks

Vault N 
1.B.2

4/7/1902 √

1904 Elizabeth Tunks nee Caines 
d12/12/1904 aged 59 

Thomas 
Frederick 
Tunks

Vault W 
1.B.2

13/12/1904 √

1911 Emelie Tunks  
d29/10/1911 aged 43

Charles and 
Elizabeth 
Tunks

Vault W 
1.B.2

√

1912 Beatrice Watsford nee Tunks 
d23/6/1912 aged 35

John and 
Susan 
Tunks

George F 
Watsford

Grave 
unknown

√

1912 Ernest Edward Tunks   
d6/9/1912 aged 37

Thomas and 
Elizabeth 
Tunks

Vault S 
1.B.2

√

1913 James Tunks  
d22/5/1913 aged 80

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Mary Ann 
Small

Vault W 
1.B.2

√
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1914 Mabel Susannah Elizabeth 
Smith   
d4/10/1914 aged 47 

Thomas and 
Elizabeth 
Tunks

John Smith Vault S 
1.B.2

6/10/1914 √

1916 George Henry Tunks   
d28/4/1916 aged 76

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Henrietta 
Barnett

Vault S 
1.B.2

29/4/1916

1916 Susannah Amelia Nicholls  
d1/7/1916 aged 72 

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Alexander 
Steel 

Thomas 
Nicholls

Vault 
1.B.2  
(queried)

3/7/1916 √ 

1917 Elizabeth Jane White  
d8/12/1917 aged71 

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Frederick 
White

Grave  
unknown 

10/12/1917 √

1918 Mary Ann Tunks  
d30/5/1918 aged78 

Henry James 
Tunks

Grave  
unknown

31/5/1918 √ 

1920 Thomas Frederick Tunks  
d28/1/1920 aged 78 

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Elizabeth 
Caines

Vault W 
1.B.2

30/1/1920 √

1920 Possible closure of vault. 

1926 Edward William Tunks  
d31/7/1926 aged 49

George and 
Henrietta 
Tunks

Grave 
1.B.1A

2/8/1926 √

1926 Harriet Ann Tunks  
d9/10/1926 aged 75

Charles Tunks Grave 
1.C.16 

√

1930 John Robert Walter Tunks  
d8/7/1930 aged 80 
 

John and 
Phoebe 
Tunks

Susan Rispon Grave  
unknown

9/7/1930 √ 

1930 Charles Robert Tunks   
d20/7/1930 aged 76

James and 
Mary and 
Tunks

Harriet Grave 
1.C.16 

√

1933 George Henry Tunks   
d23/5/1933 aged 68

George and 
Henrietta 
Tunks

Teresa Grave 
1.B.1A

√

1933 Annie Mary Pye  
d22/9/1933 aged 63 

John and 
Susan 
Tunks

Grave 
1.B.1

23/9/1933 √

1939 Thomas Frederick Tunks 
 d8/7/1939 aged 69

Thomas and 
Elizabeth 
Tunks

Grave 
1.B.1B

10/07/1939 √

1943 Alfred George Tunks   
d20/6/1943 aged 70

John and 
Susan 
Tunks

Grave 
1.C.1. 

√

1992 
5th 
Gen

Keith John Tunks  
d30/11/1992 aged 78 
ashes interred in the grave of 
his father, Alfred George 
Tunks. 

Alfred 
George  and 
Mabel

Grave 
1.C.1
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1828 John Mobbs-d 27/12/1828,  
1st husband of Phoebe 
Tomlinson. On grave “Also to 
the memory of John Mobbs”

William 3.A.8 31/12/1828

1837 Sarah Tomlinson  
Mother of Phoebe Tomlinson 
13/10/1837 aged 54

Grave 
1.W.12 

15/10/1837

1839 William Mobbs father to John 
Mobbs and father-in-law to 
Phoebe Tomlinson. 
d25/9/1839

3.A.8 28/9/1839

1845 Robert Tomlinson 
Father of Phoebe Tomlinson 
19/1/1845 aged 75

Grave 
unknown

22/1/1856

1955 Jessie Willis 1874-1955 
Not buried at St Johns. 
Name on south side of vault

Charles and 
Elizabeth
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Names on each side of the Vault 

East 
Side

Charles Tunks                        9/2/1902 (71) 
John Tunks                             1/5/1848 (53) 
Alfred Frederick Tunks          13/1/1865 (1y4m)  
Edwin Walter Barnett Tunks 26/9/1867 (7m18d)  
Harold Edwin Tunks              27/1/1878 (3)  
Henry Tunks                          15/11/1899 (84)

North 
Side 

Hercules Robinson Tunks      2/7/1902 (30)  
Mary Ann Tunks                    28/7/1879 (44)  
Phoebe McRoberts                 10/6/1888 (79)  
John McRoberts                     10/5/1889 (76) 
Frederick Arthur Tunks          3/9/1899 (36) 

South 
Side

George Tunks                         28/4/1916 (76) 
Henrietta Tunks                     14/12/1895 (54) 
John Smith                             16/4/1899 (42)  
Mabel Smith                          4/10/1914 (47)  
Ernest Edward Tunks            6/9/1912 (37)  
Jessie Willis                           1874-1955 no grave site listed

West 
Side

Elizabeth Tunks                     12/12/1904 (59) 
Thomas Frederick Tunks       28/1/1920 (78) 
Alfred George Tunks            20/6/1943 (70) -also a separate grave 
Emelie Tunks                        29/10/1911 (43)  
James Tunks                         22/5/1913 (80) 
Anne Mary Pye                     22/9/1933 (63) - also a separate grave
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General Information 
Vaults tend to be 12 feet down x 8 x 4 feet or a double size- source unknown. 

In 1925 a bill was passed in New South Wales legalising cremation. 

All Saints Cemetery-built 1846, 1st service 1847, burials from 1844 (or possibly1830s) to 
Aug 2006, 24 plaques listing info from burial registers. Susannah Amelia Nicholls 1/7/16 
aged 72 is listed on the plaques but is buried at St Johns.  

The earliest cemeteries were not attached to churches and were public burial grounds ie no 
religious denominations. 
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